MAUNDY THURSDAY
For some years now at St James we have gathered on this night to share food and fellowship, all wrapped up
and interwoven within a service. This year the coronavirus has put a stop to us enjoying our cottage pie, or
chicken pie, and all the lovely desserts. But, even without the food, this night has always been a special
evening. We meet on the threshold of Good Friday and we remember Jesus having his last meal on earth
with his closest friends: and we know what tomorrow will bring. However, those disciples around the table at
the time had no idea.
In fact, I doubt even Judas, who betrayed Jesus to the authorities, realised how devastating the events would
turn out to be as they unfolded during that night and the next day!
I’ve often wondered if there was perhaps a slightly sombre mood around the table where Jesus shared the
Last Supper with his friends. He must have been at least slightly distracted knowing what awaited him.
And our Maundy Thursday Agape meal has always had a reverence and solemnity about it, despite the
pleasure of good food and company: almost as if we are all poised for the horror we know is coming the next
day.
Once the meal and its accompanying service are finished we silently process into church where the priest
conducts the Eucharistic Prayer and we all receive the bread and the wine of communion.
Finally, as we all sit in silence and darkness the altar is stripped bare of any cloths and all artefacts are
removed from the sanctuary and taken away.
The last act of the evening is: The candles are snuffed out.....and we silently leave.
Today we can only meet in spirit and not in the flesh but I would like to encourage us all to read through
and meditate upon the service below, which we usually use (although I have adapted it to omit references
to the food) and allow it to draw us together in a deeper bond of love for each other and all those around
us.

AGAPE SERVICE
How wonderful, how pleasant, for God’s people to live together in harmony (Psalm 133: 1)
Light 3 candles
The Lord welcomes all people and we pray that He will make His Presence known to each one of us
wherever we are as we read this.
In spite of our isolation this is the place and this is the time: Here and now, God wants to break into our
experience......
To change our minds.
To change our hearts.
To change our ways.
To make us see the world and the whole of life in a new
light. To fill us with hope, joy, and certainty for the future.
Certain symbols can remind us of God’s promises to us.
Candles remind us of Jesus who said, ‘I am the light of the world; whoever follows me will not walk in
darkness but will have the light of life’.
Bread reminds us of Jesus who said, ‘I am the bread of life. The bread that I give is myself for the life of the
world’.

A cross reminds us of Jesus who said, ‘A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another. Even as
I have loved you, you also love one another. By this all will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for
one another.’
Reading:

John 13: 1-17

Lord we welcome your presence with us, wherever we are, and even though we are separated at this time.
May our spirits be refreshed as we live in the light of your presence with us now, and at all times and all
places. Amen.
The light that shines from the candles is a sign of Christ, our Risen Lord. It reminds us of our Easter hope. In
its beam we see on another. May we recognise Christ in the light.
Reading:

Colossians 3: 12-17

Now we examine ourselves as we seek to live in Christian community, as a sign of God’s peace in the world.
We confess our failings in Community:
Our lack of understanding: Our lack of forgiveness: Our lack of openness: Our lack of sensitivity.
We confess the times:
When we are too eager to be better than others: When we are too rushed to care: When we are too tired to
bother: When we are too lazy to really listen: When we are too quick to act from motives other than love.
Thank you for your forgiveness when we confess our sins.
On this holy night we commit ourselves to love and to be of service to one another. So, let us pray for the
church and all the world.
God our provider, you feed us with the bread of life and lift for us the cup of salvation. On this night Jesus
gave us this holy food. May all who gather at your table receive a foretaste of the eternal banquet.
God of love...........Grant our prayer
Servant God, on this night Jesus washed his disciples’ feet. May we follow this example of love and service.
God of love.........Grant our prayer
God of compassion, on this night Jesus prayed for those who would believe through the message of the
disciples. May all of us this day renew our vow to follow you and so live what we proclaim, that all may come
to know your saving love.
God of love...Grant our prayer.
God of renewal, we pray for your healing on all those who are sick and suffering.
God of love.....Grant our prayer.
God our companion, we pray for: those unable to eat at the Lord's Table, or at any other table; for those who
betray and for those betrayed; and for all innocent victims.
God of love....Grant our prayer.
God of hope, remember all those in need and especially those we silently hold before you now.
God of love....Grant our prayer.
Agape is the Greek word for ‘love’.
It was a love feast of the early Christians.
A time when the body was refreshed with food and the spirit was renewed to overflowing
because of the grace experienced as people of faith.
It was a time for thanking God.
We remember all that...as well as the meal Jesus ate with his friends the night before he
died for our sins on the cross.

