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Worship Songs

click on the picture, the link or the title – You Tube (you may need to skip the ads)

Praise God from Whom
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MsCRZiKbaqM

Worship Songs

click on the picture, the link or the title – You Tube (you may need to skip the ads)

Crown Him (Majesty)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iYqTP29xKGs

Bible reading Acts 2 :42-end New International Version (NIV)
The Fellowship of the Believers

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders
and signs performed by the apostles. All the believers were together and had
everything in common. They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who
had need. Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They
broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising
God and enjoying the favour of all the people. And the Lord added to their number
daily those who were being saved.

Bible reading Acts 2:42-end

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W-cPW0ed4Vo

Worship Songs

click on the picture, the link or the title – You Tube (you may need to skip the ads)

A New Commandment
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jT0ygUgPvP0

Thought for Today
Acts 2:42-end

Click here to see a video recording of Jill’s thoughts
https://stjamesroundsgreen.files.wordpress.com/2020/
04/jill-acts-2v47-thoughts.mp4

Thought for Today

SUNDAY 3 MAY 2020
By Jill Macdonald
Acts 2:42-end
There are 6 verses in today’s reading......approximately 104 words, give or take a couple. Just
a tiny snippet tucked in amongst all the other words in the great volume of the Bible! And yet
there are several important points which could be considered within this small paragraph.
For me, it was the 2nd word in the 1st verse which immediately stood out – ‘devoted’. The
believers devoted themselves to the apostle’s teaching.
That word implies that they were committed, or dedicated, or even zealous about the
teaching they were receiving.
It was important to them.
They took it seriously.
They were passionate and enthusiastic about what they were hearing...........and the
implication of that sounds like it didn’t just go in one ear and out the other; but that they
thought about all they were being taught and then applied it to their lives.
The word of God, as spoken through the apostles, changed them! It made a difference to
how they lived!

Thought for Today
Acts 2:42-end
In recent weeks we’ve all had to change the way we live, in most cases very dramatically.
We’ve had to think differently about what we do and how we do it. But we know, however
long it seems to be going on for, this season won’t be forever and things will slowly return to
much the same as they were before coronavirus hit us.
However, this shouldn’t be the case with regards to God’s word. If we are devoted followers
of Jesus then we need to have the same attitude as those first believers. Attending church
should be, first and foremost, about focusing personal and corporate worship to our Saviour;
and then being open and alert, spiritually and mentally, to the teaching being
given.......thinking through questions like:
•
How is this relevant to how I think / behave?
•
Does the way I live each day reflect the teaching about Jesus I’m receiving?
•
Is there a small or large attitude / behaviour God is asking me to rethink and alter to
fit in with Jesus style thinking and behaving?

Thought for Today
Acts 2:42-end
In other words, being at church and hearing God’s word through the preacher should have an
impact on our lives..........which won’t happen if we switch off during the sermon!!
The believers devoted themselves to the apostle’s teaching.
For us, living in a world which clamours for our attention to be focused on a myriad of
different things, the challenge will always be ‘how much of our attention / thinking /
behaviour / attitude is devoted to Jesus first and foremost?’
Now I’m certainly not saying that we shouldn’t be devoted to our families and loved ones, or
our jobs, or our interests and hobbies. All these are very important parts of our lives and will
definitely need our attention to some extent or another. To neglect or ignore these areas
would be detrimental to our well being and that of others.

Thought for Today

Acts 2:42-end
However, if we continue to look at those 6 short verses we can clearly see the effect of being
devoted to the teaching of the apostles (for us in our time we would say dedicated preachers
for Christ) resulted in a huge outpouring of God’s power and love.
So:
•
Awe abounded
•
Signs and wonders were experienced
•
There was unity (they had everything in common)
•
Need was eliminated
•
There was continuous communion between them
•
People noticed them for all the right reasons and liked what they saw
•
And people were regularly saved into the Kingdom of God
It’s the strangest thing.........if we put Jesus first in our lives, before everything else, we end
up loving, not just him more, but others as well......including our partners, children, wider
family, church family, friends, and even the stranger in the street!

Thought for Today
Acts 2:42-end
I cannot explain this phenomenon but it’s true: and I speak from experience. John and I are
still together because of Jesus.....and I praise him for that.....even though sometimes you
might think I don’t!!
Is being devoted to Jesus before all else easy?
Well, some days it may seem easier than others but, the bottom line is that it’s a request we
need to ask of him almost on a daily basis.....and it’s a request that he loves to answer in the
affirmative!

Sunday Activity

Prayers
Intercessions for Easter 4 (3.05.20)
Risen Lord, fill our hearts with Easter joy despite the fact that we are still unable to meet
together to worship you.
God of our salvation, you open your life to our lives and we rejoice in your hospitality.
Keep your Church worldwide, including us at St James, abounding in this generous heart.
Open our eyes to recognise those around us who may be in need, whether they be in our
fellowship or in the wider community. Need comes in a variety of forms: it is not always
physical need......although in our community it often is. Stimulate our imaginations,
especially in this lockdown situation, so that we recognise how you may be calling on us to
meet someone else’s need.
As you have been bountiful to us may we be bountiful to others.
Lord in your mercy – Hear our prayer

Prayers
God of our salvation, inspire all leaders within the Church, whatever their rank or status, to
be true shepherds of your people. May they exercise their power for the benefit of all.
Anoint them with your Godly love and compassion for everyone, regardless of race or
language. Give them wisdom and integrity as to how best to draw their flocks into a closer
and deeper relationship with you; so that many more in Christian fellowships will be
confident, bold and stout hearted to go out and share the Good News of Jesus Christ with
others who do not know him yet.
Lord in Your Mercy – Hear our Prayer

Prayers
God of our salvation, while we remember all governments around the world, we especially
pray for our own government as it seeks to draw up plans for the best way forward to bring
us out of lockdown and get the country moving again. We ask you to quiet the negatively
critical voices constantly baying at them so that each member of the government’s team
will hear, above all, your voice speaking your supernatural wisdom to them as to the right
measures to put in place for the well-being of all.

Lord in your Mercy – Hear our Prayer

Prayers
God of salvation, you still the troubled waters and lead us to places of refreshment and
tranquillity.
Anoint with your peace all who need a merciful touch from you because they are struggling
with life at the moment, for whatever reason. We ask you to bring healing, comfort in grief,
calm in the midst of anxiety, light in the darkness and, above all, a real sense of your
incredible presence with them.

Merciful Father, accept these prayers through our saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen

Worship Songs (An action one, make your own)

click on the picture, the link or the title – You Tube (you may need to skip the ads)

Every Move I Make
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ng_ttbUXJjE

Worship Songs

click on the picture, the link or the title – You Tube (you may need to skip the ads)

Build Your Kingdom Here
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JIcV9dI1SnQ

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.

New Songs - Some we have sung a few times and others are new to us
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Living Hope https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nyOJlnn5SZI
Who You Say I Am https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IcC1Bp13n_4
While I Wait https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wkE-gEzTYJE
O Praise the Name https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LqBpifDpNKc
Rescuer https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7wCfHXgJbdg
Broken Vessels (Amazing Grace) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dxKLnySMbYM
Great Things https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y4CY3nf1Mvw
Way Maker https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=29IxnsqOkmQ
Come To the Table https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DXXxLwxfo0U
Good Good Father https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ak0OoFBw3c
What A Beautiful Name https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CUBBIddm_rM
Do It Again https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0B_lnQIITxU

If you’d like to make a song suggestion message us on the Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/stjamesroundsgreen

