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Crown Him With Many Crowns (Majesty)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6wQDwcrSGgw
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All I Once Held
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O4IgusP8Z8w

Bible reading
Romans 6:12-23 - New International Version (NIV)
Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires. Do not offer any part of
yourself to sin as an instrument of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God as those who have been
brought from death to life; and offer every part of yourself to him as an instrument of righteousness. For sin
shall no longer be your master, because you are not under the law, but under grace.
What then? Shall we sin because we are not under the law but under grace? By no means! Don’t you know that
when you offer yourselves to someone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one you obey—whether you
are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience, which leads to righteousness? But thanks be to God
that, though you used to be slaves to sin, you have come to obey from your heart the pattern of teaching that
has now claimed your allegiance. 1You have been set free from sin and have become slaves to righteousness.
I am using an example from everyday life because of your human limitations. Just as you used to offer
yourselves as slaves to impurity and to ever-increasing wickedness, so now offer yourselves as slaves to
righteousness leading to holiness. When you were slaves to sin, you were free from the control of
righteousness. What benefit did you reap at that time from the things you are now ashamed of? Those things
result in death! But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God, the benefit you
reap leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life. For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal
life in Christ Jesus our Lord

Bible reading Rom6v1-8

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vCmOxVlSeJA&t=1
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Refiners Fire
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lVvgWbkJf8U

Thought for Today

Click here to see a video recording of Jill’s thoughts
https://stjamesroundsgreen.com/openingtimes/ourchurch-services/

Thought for Today

TRINITY 2 SUNDAY 28 JUNE2020
By Jill Macdonald
Rom 6v12-end
Who is your Master?

1

When it comes to Jesus Christ, many people, if asked about him, believe that they can ‘sit on
the fence’. Life is OK; so there’s no need to consider what they think about him yet and they
defer making any decision about him………..perhaps later eh?
But it’s actually impossible to be neutral about Jesus. You’re either for him or you’re not!
Matt 12:30 Jesus says, ’He who is not with me is against me’. You either actively choose Jesus
to rule in your life or you don’t.
Some years ago, I had a conversation with my brother in which I tried to tell him about the
importance of choosing Jesus because of the consequences when we die. He just said that
he’d take his chances and he’d find out whether I was right or not when he died. Despite
telling him that it would be too late by then he didn’t change his mind.
At that time my brother made his choice. I happen to think it wasn’t the right one but he’s
still alive so maybe there’s time for a change of heart yet!
The fact is, if we don’t have Jesus as our Master, our master is sin.

Rom 6v12-end
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Whoa!!! That’s a bit of a radical statement I hear you say! Somewhat OTT don’t you think?
But let’s think of Prince Harry for a moment. He wanted to keep a foot in both camps – royal
and commoner………doing a bit of each whenever the fancy took him.
I wonder if he was surprised when he was told he couldn’t do that. Instead he had to choose
one or the other. He was either in or out of the senior royal set.
He had grown up with huge privilege but also significant responsibility. He wanted to keep all
the privilege but pick and choose which bits of responsibility he fancied doing.
It was a non-starter and we all know what his choice was!
The Romans reading for today is telling us that we all have to make a choice about who we
have as our Master – namely God or sin: and we choose one or the other.
Choosing Jesus definitely does not mean that we become someone who cannot sin (we all
fall into one sin or another all too easily all the time): but, being a Christian is someone who
is no longer a slave to sin.

Rom 6v12-end
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Let me give you an example. In the book of Ephesians, we are told to use only helpful,
building up words. Prior to becoming a Christian the words I used in conversation always
included a liberal content of swear words! (I was going to say not the really bad swear words
but, actually, a swear word is a swear word!) If you like I was a slave to using such words.
They came naturally. However, once I chose Jesus as my Master, he quickly made it clear that
such language had to be a thing of the past. It had to go: and, over time, with practice and
effort, it did.
Do I swear now? As a general rule – No! But, every now and then, if I’m really steamed up
about something, a swear word will slip out of my mouth: and, boy, do I feel ashamed and
immediately need to apologise to God!
In learning any skill we need to work and practice under a master who trains, shapes and
moulds us in, not just the basics of the craft, but also the finer points as well. Our parents
have a major role in getting us ready for life when we’re young: but even the best parents get
things wrong. My mother taught me some good values for life and I’m very grateful to her for
that but, she wasn’t a Christian, and when I became one, I had to unlearn an awful lot that I’d
learnt from her.

Rom 6v12-end
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So, for example, her role model for marriage was to sulk when she couldn’t get her own way
and that’s how I used to handle conflict with John; holding onto grudges and unforgiveness is
not healthy but was her norm, which then became mine; certain attitudes she passed on to
me I now know were very racist. But she didn’t know Jesus and how to live his way so, in
some ways, she didn’t know any better.
The fact is we all choose a master and pattern ourselves after him or her.
If you’re thinking that you don’t have a master because you please yourself what you do then
I would suggest that your master is ‘Self’………and, in my experience ‘Self’ is sinful; therefore,
by extension, your master is sin!
So, why is it so important to think carefully about which master we choose – Jesus or sin?
Well, both masters pay is in their own different currency.
The currency of sin is separation from God completely; finally leading to death. That is all
anybody can expect or hope for in a life without God.
In stark contrast, Christ pays in the currency of eternal life – a new life with God on earth
which continues forever with him in eternity.
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Rom 6v12-end
These 2 consequences of choice are why it’s so important to tell others about them. Many
people won’t want to hear eg Barbara and woman in Costa.
But the angels rejoice over one person who repents and chooses Jesus: so we need to pray
for boldness to share the truth of the Gospel with others; because, while there maybe 10
who reject our message, there may be one person for whom the angels are getting geared up
to celebrate as that person is ready to receive: and we are the one to tell them.
If you’re watching this and you haven’t made up your mind about all this Jesus stuff, then
please come and talk to someone here at St James. We’re slowly opening up after lockdown
and we’d love to see you and answer your questions.
And if you already come to St James and you suddenly realise that you haven’t
wholeheartedly chosen Jesus as your Master but would like to, then now’s the time to do it.
Who knows???? You could be the cause of the angels partying in heaven!
Hallelujah!!
Amen.

Sunday Activity

Prayers

1

Intercessions for Trinity 3 - Sunday 28 June 2020
Lord Jesus, you are the paramount Head of the Christian church and we are individuals
who make up the body of that church.
We pray that we will choose you each day to be our master. Give us the humility to
learn from you. Take away our self-importance and give us the grace, courage and
strength we need to allow your Holy Spirit to change our attitudes, mind sets, actions,
words and thoughts into the imitation of Christ.
And, as we allow ourselves to undergo this holy transformation may we attract those
whom you are calling at this time so that they will be gathered into your kingdom.
Lord in your mercy – Hear our prayer

Prayers

2

Father God, the world continues to be a place where conflict, violence, abuse, poverty
disease, war, and other horrors happen.
From looking back at history, it would appear that this could be the way of things until
you come again. For many the sorrow and pain is overwhelming.
We thank you for all those people – people of different faiths and no faith at all – who
work tirelessly to ease the burden of suffering around us.
We pray particularly for Christians caught in the middle of chronic adversity; that,
however hard it may be, they will still find that they can witness to a loving Saviour and
reveal the joy of life with Jesus to others.

Lord in Your Mercy – Hear our Prayer

Prayers

3

Lord Jesus, we pray for our community, both in and around Lion Farm: and we ask that
you will send a Holy Spirit revival to our area and break down the barriers that divide
people and increase hostilities.
Instil in us all a desire to extend hands of friendship to others which will soften
hardened hearts and promote reconciliation and unity. Remove anything which
diminishes people’s worth.
Thank you for everyone who works for the good of the community as a whole; and help
us all to appreciate more their contribution to enhancing where we live.

Lord in Your Mercy – Hear our Prayer

Prayers

4

God of compassion, Lord of wholeness, we again bring before you all those who
desperately need your healing touch, for whatever reason……………….
We ask that, even today, they will experience some relief from, or comfort in, their pain;
and may a sense of hope and peace for the future build within them.

Merciful Father, accept these prayers through our saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen
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Oi Oi We are Gonna Praise
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K5XlSKryUcE
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My Jesus My Saviour
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y78aKBa917I
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Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.

New Songs - Some we have sung a few times and others are new to us
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Living Hope https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nyOJlnn5SZI
Who You Say I Am https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IcC1Bp13n_4
While I Wait https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wkE-gEzTYJE
O Praise the Name https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LqBpifDpNKc
Rescuer https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7wCfHXgJbdg
Broken Vessels (Amazing Grace) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dxKLnySMbYM
Great Things https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y4CY3nf1Mvw
Way Maker https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=29IxnsqOkmQ
Come To the Table https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DXXxLwxfo0U
Good Good Father https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ak0OoFBw3c
What A Beautiful Name https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CUBBIddm_rM
Do It Again https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0B_lnQIITxU

If you’d like to make a song suggestion message us on the Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/stjamesroundsgreen

Lively Uplifting Songs - to dance around the kitchen to or bop in your chair
• Alive https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qEvEVALLjNQ
• Falling Into You https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hlsthBWtxAI
• Dance https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kkb7yf_fYDU
• This is Living https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gTojDT3Ky2c
• Real Love https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=__5xUl7aVsQ
• Deep Down https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nlX19TfG07U
• Backseat Driver https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kME_Q5V82Us
• Love Broke Thru https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f42ykMcndeo
• Move https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MX1G71WK-FA
If you’d like to make a song suggestion message us on the Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/stjamesroundsgreen

