St James C of E
PARISH OF ROUNDS GREEN

Sunday 5 July
2020

Worship Songs

click on the picture, the link or the title – You Tube (you may need to skip the ads)

Jesus We Celebrate
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RzTqnubs0Js

Worship Songs

click on the picture, the link or the title – You Tube (you may need to skip the ads)

My Lighthouse
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HA8VtUPgqTc

Bible reading
Romans 7:15-25 - New International Version (NIV)
I do not understand what I do. For what I want to do I do not do, but what I hate I do. And if I do what I do not
want to do, I agree that the law is good. As it is, it is no longer I myself who do it, but it is sin living in me. For I
know that good itself does not dwell in me, that is, in my sinful nature. For I have the desire to do what is good,
but I cannot carry it out. 19 For I do not do the good I want to do, but the evil I do not want to do—this I keep
on doing. 20 Now if I do what I do not want to do, it is no longer I who do it, but it is sin living in me that does it.
So I find this law at work: Although I want to do good, evil is right there with me. For in my inner being I delight
in God’s law; but I see another law at work in me, waging war against the law of my mind and making me a
prisoner of the law of sin at work within me. What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body
that is subject to death? Thanks be to God, who delivers me through Jesus Christ our Lord!
So then, I myself in my mind am a slave to God’s law, but in my sinful nature a slave to the law of sin.

Bible reading Rom7v15-25

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tij3a4aBHiE

Worship Songs

click on the picture, the link or the title – You Tube (you may need to skip the ads))

The Lord’s My Shepherd
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-eIQQayhpak

Thought for Today

Click here to see a video recording of Jill’s thoughts
https://stjamesroundsgreen.com/openingtimes/ourchurch-services/

Thought for Today

1

TRINITY 2 SUNDAY 28 JUNE2020
By Jill Macdonald
Rom 7v15-25
The Hard Work Starts!
Over the past couple of weeks, we have considered issues around becoming a Christian. I’ve
mentioned some thoughts about why people don’t actively choose to follow Jesus; and that probably
more won’t follow him than will.
We’ve also thought about the consequences of becoming a Christian……..or not!
Today I’d like us to think a little bit about what choosing to follow Jesus will entail.
There are many scenarios which bring people to Christ. Some people grow up in Christian homes and
remain in the faith the rest of their lives. Others growing up in Christian homes choose a different way
to live which excludes Jesus when they are older and independent.
For some people reaching the point of making a positive choice to follow Jesus may take a long time –
years in some cases – while for others it can come after a dramatic revelation.
But, however people come to Jesus, that’s just the start. There’s no beating around the bush; once a
commitment is made to Jesus the hard work begins…….maybe not straight away (there might possibly
be a honeymoon period)……but following Christ is not an easy option – and I would be lying to you if I
said it was!

Thought for Today

2

Rom 7v15-25
This is one of the things our passage from Romans for today is telling us.
These verses are the cry of one desperate man and they describe the experience of any Christian
struggling against sin.
We like to think of ourselves as self-sufficient, in charge, especially as we are now very much living in
a ‘me first’ society. However, the humbling truth is that we cannot become Jesus shaped and please
God without relinquishing our pride: and instead, relying on God’s strength through the power of the
Holy Spirit. It’s only with his help that we can please God and become who he wants us to be. Our
own strength falls catastrophically short when it comes to changing ourselves!
So! For most people, when we give our lives to Christ we want to do things his way…….his new way of
thinking, speaking and acting. But the sad fact is that, before we know it, we’ve slipped back into our
old ways; many of which do not honour God.
‘For what I want to do I do not do, but what I hate I do’ verse 15.
We must never underestimate the power, and, yes, sometimes the attraction, of sin. It is strong!!

Thought for Today
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Rom 7v15-25
Lots of Christians, leaders included, don’t like to face up to the fact that the devil is real. In fact, often
they don’t even mention his existence. But the Bible makes it clear that he definitely does exist; and
more than that he is a crafty tempter.
That’s why it’s imperative that we take hold of the tremendous power of Christ that is available to us.
This is God’s provision for us to have victory over sin! He sends the Holy Spirit to live in us and give us
resurrection power to overcome the enemy. Not only that, but he lovingly reaches out to help us up
when we fall……………….because we will………….fall.
We probably don’t like to admit it, but we all have an amazing ability to make excuses. We see that
right back at the beginning of the Bible in the Garden of Eden with Adam and Eve. ‘She told me to eat
the fruit.’ ‘The serpent said it was OK.’
We say things like: The devil made me do it’ or ‘I didn’t do it – the sin in me did it’.
They sound like good excuses on the surface; but actually, we are responsible for our actions – no one
else!!
How many times have we said to someone, ‘You’ve made me angry now!’ Not true! The truth is that
we decided, we made a choice, to be angry in that particular situation.

Rom 7v15-25
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We must never use the power of sin or Satan as an excuse because both are defeated
enemies: defeated by Christ when he died on the cross carrying the burden of the
world’s sins; defeated when he descended into hell where he conquered Satan, and
defeated when he rose again from the dead 3 days later.
You see, one of the facts that we have to face up to is that without Christ’s help sin is
stronger than we are; and without a doubt, there will be times when we will be
unable to defend ourselves against its attacks. Standing up against sin on our own is
doomed to failure.
Jesus Christ, who has conquered sin once and for all, promises to fight by our side. If
we look to him for help and strength we will not have to give in to sin.
Sometimes we can think that people who have been Christians longer than us don’t
struggle in the battle with sin: they’ve got it sussed, sorted, living a holy life for Jesus
is ‘a breeze’.
This is sooooo not the case. This inward struggle with sin is real for everyone who
seeks seriously to become more like Jesus. St Paul found the battle against sin
hard…..and so will we at times.

Thought for Today
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Rom 7v15-25
When we do, we need to do as he did. When he felt lost, he would return to the beginning of
his spiritual life and remember that he had already been freed from sin by Jesus Christ. So,
when we are confused and overwhelmed by sin’s appeal, we need to stop and do the same.
We need to actively remember and thank God that he has given us freedom through his Son,
Jesus.
We need to let the reality of Christ’s power lift us up to real victory over sin.
It’s always going to be a battle…………….sometimes an extremely hard
battle……………………..but ‘Rejoice’ we are more than conquerors in Christ!!
And just a footnote: our understanding of sin is limited and often we sin and have no idea
that we have. So, let’s always be open to God’s promptings as to what he regards as sin and
what isn’t: and adjust our behaviour accordingly.

Amen.

Sunday Activity

Prayers

1

Intercessions for Trinity 4 - Sunday 5 July 2020
O God, our Father, we recognise that we are frail and weak when it comes to combating
and overcoming sin. We ask that you will strengthen our weakness through the power
of your Holy Spirit so that we may acquit ourselves valiantly in this spiritual war.
We pray, not just for ourselves, but Christians around the world, that we will all
remember to put on the whole armour of God so that we can fight confidently against
sin, the world and the devil. Thank you that your power is made perfect in our
weakness.
Today, we especially pray for all Christians who are under attack from the enemy to
deny you, and who are in danger of falling back into the slavery of sin. May they look to
you and stay true to their faith in Christ.

Lord in your mercy – Hear our prayer

Prayers

2

Eternal God, in whose perfect kingdom no sword is drawn but the sword of
righteousness, and no strength known but the strength of love, we ask that you will
shed abroad your peace upon the world, especially in all those places which find
themselves in turmoil and bitter conflict.
By the power of your Holy Spirit remove the pride and anger, and greediness which
cause people to strive against each other.
Lead all nations in the ways of mutual help and goodwill. Guide all rulers with your
counsel and restrain the passions of people which lead to disorder and chaos, so that
bloodshed may be averted and peace preserved.

Lord in Your Mercy – Hear our Prayer

Prayers
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Lord God, we pray for our community and ask that, as lockdown begins to ease and
more activities are available, there will be a greater sense of working together and
helping each other.
We know that the school has been open during all this time, but careful preparations
will need to be made for all children retuning in September: give the staff the wisdom,
the clarity and the energy they need to ensure a safe return.
We pray for the Action Centre as they slowly begin to open up: thank you for the staff
who work tirelessly to serve our community and we pray that people will value afresh
the work carried out there.

Lord in Your Mercy – Hear our Prayer

Prayers

4

As always, Lord, we bring before you those we know who are suffering, whether in body,
mind or spirit…………
We ask that you will comfort any distress, ease any anxiety, heal any sickness and, using
you resurrection power, bring wholeness to brokenness and joy into sorrow.

Merciful Father, accept these prayers through our saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen

Worship Songs

click on the picture, the link or the title – You Tube – new song – great words (you may need
to skip the ads)

Do It Again
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0B_lnQIITxU

Worship Songs

click on the picture, the link or the title – You Tube (you may need to skip the ads)

Be Thou My Vision
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jIMhshpf0Y4

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.

New Songs - Some we have sung a few times and others are new to us
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Living Hope https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nyOJlnn5SZI
Who You Say I Am https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IcC1Bp13n_4
While I Wait https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wkE-gEzTYJE
O Praise the Name https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LqBpifDpNKc
Rescuer https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7wCfHXgJbdg
Broken Vessels (Amazing Grace) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dxKLnySMbYM
Great Things https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y4CY3nf1Mvw
Way Maker https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=29IxnsqOkmQ
Come To the Table https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DXXxLwxfo0U
Good Good Father https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ak0OoFBw3c
What A Beautiful Name https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CUBBIddm_rM
Do It Again https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0B_lnQIITxU

If you’d like to make a song suggestion message us on the Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/stjamesroundsgreen

Lively Uplifting Songs - to dance around the kitchen to or bop in your chair
• Alive https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qEvEVALLjNQ
• Falling Into You https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hlsthBWtxAI
• Dance https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kkb7yf_fYDU
• This is Living https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gTojDT3Ky2c
• Real Love https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=__5xUl7aVsQ
• Deep Down https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nlX19TfG07U
• Backseat Driver https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kME_Q5V82Us
• Love Broke Thru https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f42ykMcndeo
• Move https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MX1G71WK-FA
If you’d like to make a song suggestion message us on the Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/stjamesroundsgreen

